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15. The accessory device of claim 8, wherein the bottom
edge of the accessory device extends beyond a perimeter
equal to the dimensions of the handheld computer.

16. The accessory device of claim 13, wherein the retainer
is biased in the depressed position to move the distal surface
towards the extended position.

17. The portable computing assembly of claim 185,
wherein the accessory device includes a ledge that supports
the bottom edge of the handheld computer.

18. The accessory device of claim 16, wherein a release
member couples to the first member to move the first
member between the contracted and expanded states.

19. The accessory device of claim 10, wherein the release
member is an extension of the first member that is accessible
from the back surface of the accessory device.

20. A coupling for securing an accessory device to a
handheld computer, the coupling comprising:

a base secured to a front face of the accessory device; and

a first member extending from the base in a direction
orthogonal to the base and being slideable in a direction
substantially parallel to the base, the first member being
biased between an extended position and a contracted
position, wherein the first member is adapted to be
received in a slot of a handheld computer when in the
contracted position.

21. The coupling of claim 20, further comprising:

a retainer that retains the first member in the contracted
state, the retainer being engaged with an opening of a
front face of the accessory device, the retainer being
moveable between an extended position distal to the
front face and a depressed position proximal to the
front face, the retainer being engaged with the first
member to allow the first member to release into the
extended state when the retainer is moved into the
depressed position.

22. The coupling of claim 20, wherein the first member

includes an enlarged endpiece that obstructs against an
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interior of the handheld computer after the first member has
been exposed to release into the expanded state within the
handheld computer.

23. The coupling of claim 21, wherein a distal surface of
the retainer includes a slit that retains the first member in the
contracted state, and wherein the retainer and the first
member are aligned so that upon the retainer being
depressed, the first member is exposed from the retainer to
move into the expanded state.

24. The coupling of claim 23, wherein the retainer is
biased in the depressed position to move the distal surface
towards the extended position.

25. The coupling of claim 24, wherein a release member
of the accessory device couples to a tail portion of the first
member to move the first member between the contracted
and expanded states.

26. An accessory device for a handheld computer, the
handheld computer including a front face having a display,
a back face, a pair of opposing lateral edges defining a width
of the handheld computer, and a top edge and a bottom edge
defining a length of the handheld computer, wherein the
accessory device comprises:

a front surface and a back surface, a pair of opposing
lateral sides and a top edge and a bottom edge, the pair
of opposing lateral sides defining a width of the acces-
sory device, and the top edge and the bottom edge
defining a length of the accessory device;

a means for detachable securing the accessory device to
the handheld computer using a coupling that inserts
into the back face of the handheld computer; and

a means for providing communications between the
accessory device and the handheld computer, the com-
munications means being separate from the means for
detachably securing the accessory device with the
handheld computer.
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